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TWelcome to Reception’
Autumn Term 2011

@ Cranford House




Arrangements for the Start of the Day

The sChool day OffiCially starts at 8.45am. Your child Can come direCtly to the
Classroom at this time Or they Cah joih one Of our teaching assistants in the Hub
between 8.30am anhd 8.¢5am fOr a Sstory. Teaching staff Will be setting up the
Classroom for the day and are available to talk to you, should the heed arise. DO
feel free t0 pop in between 8.30 and 8.45am Or arrange to meet at g different time
if you prefer.

In order tO encourage a Calm start to the day, we ask that Children do nhot play in
Willow Court, the area outside the Classrooms, before sChool begins.

The children attend assemblies on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings.
Please understand that onh these mornings, we may be a bit more rushed thah on

other mornings. We will heed to get to assembly on time, SO as hot tO Cause delays
+0 lecconce Luurther tip the <chool.
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€0 lessons further up the school.

TReception Curriculum

We plah a balanced programme including language, maths, Creative and physiCal
activities using the document “The Early Years Foundation Stage”. Planning is
done oh a twiCe weekly basis and is appropriate to the age and ability of each
Child. Naturally both Classes follow the same curriculum.

Communication, [Lahguage, ahd Literacy

It is during this academiCc Year that both reading and Wwriting begin to be
established, and fostering the development of these sKills is g priority at Cranhford
House.

The children take part inh @ wide range of individual ahd group pre-reading and
writing activities. We have regular “News” reporting sessions, both verbally and in
simple written form. Class and small Sroup discussion times are ah important part
Of every day, during which the children develop language and listening sKills.
Poems, rhymes and songs are shared regularly.

The children develop ah understanding of phoniCs ahd a Variety of approaches are
used to teaCh letter sounds ahd formation, prinCipally ‘Jolly Phonics’. Similarly, we
have a range Of reading sChemes available for the cChildren, including Oxford
TReading Tree, Reading 360, Storyworld and other phoniC readers.



Numeracy

During the year we aim to |ay the fouhdation for a sounhd unhderstanding of the
basiC concepts of mathematiCal lahguage of humber, shape, measurement, Simple
addition, subtraction and graphiCal representation. AcCtivities are predominantly
pracCtiCal ahd ‘hands-on’.

Topic Work

We usually have two main topiCs each term, which enhable the children to
investigate Humanities and Science in a simple form. This term our topiCs Will be
“Ourselves”, “Food and Harvest” and “Celebrations” including Guy Fawkes Night,
Divali and Christmas. Much of our Creative work such as painting, collage, mode|
making and printing arises from our topiC investigations. The children will be
encouraged to take part ih CoOoKking and gardening from time to time throughout
the year. Qur topiCs in the Spring Term wWill be “Enjoying Winter” and “Growth and
Change”. During the Summer Term we will focus on “Shoes” and “Shape and
Colour”.

General| Requests!
Please ensure that all Of your child’s clothing is Clearly labelled with their hame.



PE Kits and lunch aprons are kept at SChoo| ahd takeh home for a wash when
necessary. This may hot be every week.

Please check the classroom door and Clipboard regularly as relevant information
will be put up for you to read.

Please inform the Class teacher Of ahy concerhs as well as Changes to
arrahgements £Or your Child’s collection at the end Of the day.

The Reception day finishes at 3.25pm. If You are runnhing late, your child will be
taken to After School Club, *The Den’, which is a Chargeable item.

If your child is attending anh after SChool sports Club, please provide a separate
Full Kit including trainers. This Kit does not heed to be blue, in £acCt, it is helpful if
it is hot blue, to distinguish it from the PE Kit.

We are |10oKing forward to haVving a happy ahd excCiting
year with you and your child! Thahk you for all your support.

Mrs Jilly Lake Mrs K Knight

Mrs Wendy Rant Mrs Kerry McKenzie



During this year your child Will be taking his or her first steps oh the ‘road
t0 reading’ and we thought that these suggestions may be helpful when
sharing books together at home.

TRemember how important it is that you and your child enjoy books

e [etyour child join in with story telling

e  Encourage your child to talk about the pictures

e Try to have a quiet time fOor stories tO encourage your child’s listening
SKills

e (zet tO KhOow |OtS Of nursery rhymes

e Have funh spotting letter sounds and reCurring words, for example the
nhame Of g CharacCter in g Story.

Please remember that just as in all areas of their development, Children
progress at different rates. At first they may bring home single letter
soundcards, Or books without text. The purpose Of sucCh materials is to
develop the Children’s reading readiness and essential pre-reading sKills. For
example, the children need to be able t0 talk agbout the story, interpret the
pictures, understand that we read from left to right, ahd from the front of
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pIiCtures, understand tnat we read +rom e+t TO rignhHt, anda +rom the +ryont O
the book to the baCk. Predicting the text from the pictures is ahother
Valuable skill which we would like you to encourage.

Once the children begin to work oh Class reading books, the following
guidelines may be useful to you.

e TRead the book through to your child first. Take time to discuss the
pictures - this will help his or her understanding of the text.

Accept some mistakes. Reading every word correctly, especially the
‘noh-phoniC’ words, iS hot essential or expected at this early stage.

If your child gets stuCk there are several Strategies which might be
used:
e (Give the word
e Tead on or read back
e (3ive the initial sound
e ASK ‘do you know anhother word like this?’

e Ten minutes is probably about the right length of time to ask the child
t0 be involved. We want the children to genuinely enjoy their reading
anhd hot see it as ‘homework’.

° Praise constantly - hever Criticise.

Finally, may we thanhk you fOr your suppOrt ih our work - to equip your Child
with a life-long enjoyment of reading. Your practice at home is invaluable.




The following notes might help your child to tell You about the highlights of their day.
(Children have very busy days and SO may hot be able to tell You every detail oh a daily
basis!) Please |00k out for the hotes oh our Clipboards outside the Classroom doors.
Monday

Discussion of weekend hews

PE - Football on the field (children in PE Kit)

Dance (after school) with Mrs Griffiths

Tuesday

Assembly in the Drama Studio, led by a Lower SChool teacher. You could ask your child
what happened in assembly and what the specCial message was.

PE - Games in the Barh

Multisports (after school) with Mr Meakin

Wednesday

Lower School Assembly in the Studio

PE - GYm

Thursday

Assembly in the Barh with Lower & Junhior SChools

PE - Games in the Barh

TReception Music with Mrs Greedy

Art & Craft Club (after school)

Friday

CircCle time inh Classrooms (focussed discussion re: Personal ¢ Social Development)



s

CirCle titme ih Classrooms (focussed discussion re: Personal & SoCial Development)
PE - GYmnastics in the GYm (Children in PE Kit)

Mixed Sport (after school) with Mr Meakin

GYmnastics (after school) with Mrs Crowe

Some Further Suggestions

You could also ask your child: To tell You about today’s story; have You suhg any songs
today? Did you paint, play with the sand, make a collage, g0 to the Hub, do some cutting
out or printing today? What was your favourite part Of your day at school? Qccasionally
something may have not gone so well, for example, a disagreement outside at playtime.

It is also very important that all Of the Children realise that we waht t0 Khow about
these |ess happy occurrences too. AsS well as encouraging your child to tell You about any
such problems, we would ask you to help us to reinforce the message that the Children
must tell the staff about any difficulties straight away, SO that we cah help. Sitilarly, if
you Khow that something is Causing your child concern, please do pop in and tell us
about it.

Building Learning Power

Qver the past Year, the whole school has beeh working on a hew initiative Called Building
Learnhing Power. AS the hame suggests, we have been focussing on the Key sKills and
attitudes which children need to enhable optimum l|earning and development tO take
place. These are curiosity, imagination, reasoning, Collaboration and resilience. e are
also putting greater emphasis on |ooking at the process Of |earhing, as well as the end
results. [Look out for references to BLP ih reports and displays too!



TReception Classes are included in the Early Years Foundation Stage, which
encompasses all Children form birth to age 5 years, i.e. all Children up to the end
Of the RecCeptioh Yyear. The Foundation Gtage was introduced in 2000 tO
recognise this age group as a distinCt stage and to aCknowledge what a Vital
part Of a Child’s sChool Career this is. During this CrucCial time in a child’s
education the foundations are laid for all future learhing.

The Early Years’ Foundation Stage establishes SiX learning areas:

e  Personal, SocCial and Emotional Development
e Communication, [Language and LiteracCy

e Problem Solving, Reasoning ¢ Numeracy

e Knowledge and Unhderstanding of the World
e Physical Development

e (Creative Development

The document then outlines a range of Early [Learhing oals within each of the
SiX areas. These encompass the skills, uhderstanding, knowledge and attitudes



SiIX areas. These encompass the skills, uhderstanding, knowledge and attitudes
Children should achieve by the time they |eave their Reception Class.

TReception Class

We see our main aim for the year as preparing the children to make a Smooth
trahsition between the hanhds oh, pracCtiCal approach to |earhing in Nursery and
the rather more formal, subject-based work inh Form QOne and beyond. e
therefore include a |ot Of pracCtiCal work, both inside anhd outdoors, but also
bring in an inCreasing ‘pencCil ahd paper’ element, to reinforce speCifiC teaching
points when this is appropriate.

We concentrate on developing basic sKills in reading, writing ahd humber work,
ahd these are Clearly seen as priority areas. Alongside this, we aim to provide a
broad and balahced curriculum, involving all Of the SiX learnhing areas.

We work hard to enable the childrenh to develop good learhing and working
habits, as well as to regard and Care for each other. In short, our g0al is to
teach the children to enjoy life, nurture Caring attitudes and to |ove |earhing.

Working in parthership with parents is haturally very important. We greatly
Value your support and the frequent information-sharing opportunities we
have, such as the 8.30 t0 8.45am informal ‘drop-in’ time before the beginhing of
every day.



Our aim is to provide a Ssafe and happy environment in which the children
are encouraged to develop responsibility for themselves anhd for others,
throughout the year.

Through mutually respectful, Caring relationships ahd well plahnhed activities
the children are able to develop their skills, knowledge and self-confidence
t0 their full potential. Throughout the week the Children are ihvolved in a
rahge Of activities. These are desighed to promote the development Of
[anguage and nhumeracCy skKills, physiCal and Creative sKills, khowledge Of
themselves and of the wider world around them.

The children partiCipate ih assemblies, either within the Class, the [Lower
gchool, with the Junior Department, Or OCCasionally with the whole school.
Each term the Children take their turh tO prepare a Class assembly with the
aim Of gradually building their confidence to perform in front of the [L,ower
and Junior Schools.

We recognise the importanCe Of parental involvement and we take every
Care tOo foster strong home-school links. To this end, we hold parent



Care tO foster strong home-sChool lihks. To this end, we hold parent
interviews, and our informal Telcome’ meetings. Naturally the Staff are
alsO always aVvailable to parents before school begins.

At the beginhing of the Yyear, the Children are haturally used to a pracCticCal
and informal way Of learhing, as ih playgroup Or hursery. This approach
continues in Reception, but we aim to provide a ‘bridge’ between Nursery
anhd the expectations of Form QOne.

Whilst we follow the guidelines of the Early Years’ Founhdationh Stage and
plan the Class Curriculum accordingly, both the sChool ethos and parental
expectations emphasise the development of the Children’s core sKills in
Nutneracy and Literacy.
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